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1. Who was the first emperor to hail from Africa? 

A. Trajan     B. Septimius Severus  

C. Diocletian     D. Pertinax 

 

2. Nero’s first wife, Octavia, was the daughter of what emperor? 

A. Galba  B. Claudius  C. Augustus  D. Gaius                

   

3. What Gothic leader deposed the young Romulus Augustulus to end the empire in the  

    west? 

A. Fritigern  B. Odoacer  C. Theodoric II D. Alaric 

 

4. Who was emperor when Rome celebrated its 900th anniversary? 

A. Antoninus Pius B. Philip the Arab C. Marcus Aurelius D. Pertinax  

 

5. What natural disaster caused the destruction of the cities of Stabiae, Herculaneum,  

    and Pompeii in 79 AD? 

A. Earthquake    B. Volcanic Eruption 

C. Avalanche     D. Wildfire 

 

6. What emperor declared the tolerance of all religions during his reign which lasted  

    from 361-363 AD? 

A. Valentinian I    B. Constantine the Great  

C. Theodosius I    D. Julian 

   

7. What group declared Claudius emperor after finding him hiding behind the palace  

    curtains following the assassination of Caligula? 

A. Vestal Virgins B. The Senate C. Flamines  D. Praetorian Guard 

 

8. Who was the second emperor to reign in 69 AD? 

A. Galba  B. Otho  C. Vitellius  D. Pupienus 

 

9. What father-in-law of his predecessor did Didius Julianus outbid to win the empire in  

    an auction? 

A. Aelianus  B. Sulpicianus C. Pompeianus D. Hilarius 

 

10. What Stoic philosopher was the tutor of Nero? 

A. Blossius  B. Musonius  C. Persius  D. Seneca 
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11. What group did Augustus establish in 6 AD to, among other things, serve as the  

     night watch in Rome? 

A. Vigiles     B. Protectores Domestici   

C. Cohortes Praetoriae   D. Frumentarii 

 

12. The Campus Martius featured the column of what emperor, which commemorated  

     his triumph in the Marcomannic Wars? 

A. Marcus Aurelius B. Tiberius  C. Trajan  D. Domitian 

 

13. What emperor fell at the hands of the Goths during the disastrous Battle of  

     Adrianople in 378 AD? 

A. Jovian  B. Gratian  C. Valens  D. Decius 

 

14. What Suevian army commander rebelled at Ravenna during the reign of Avitus,  

     overthrowing the Western Emperor, and installed his own puppet, Majorian? 

A. Ricimer  B. Boniface  C. Domninus  D. Stilicho 

 

15. The fall of the power-hungry Sejanus may have come due in part to what mother-in- 

     law of Agrippina the Elder who sent a letter to Tiberius that aroused his suspicions of  

     the Praetorian Prefect? 

A. Apicata  B. Livia  C. Antonia Minor D. Claudia Livilla 

 

16. Which of the four appointed Caesares of Constantine I was given command of the  

     Lower Danube and Greece in 335 AD? 

A. Constantine II B. Constans I C. Constantius II D. Flavius Dalmatius 

 

17. The sun-god Elagabal, whom the emperor originally known as Bassianus desired to  

     be worshiped as, was a native of what province? 

A. Mauretania B. Tripolitania C. Aegyptus  D. Syria 

 

18. During the reign of Claudius, what people were shown surprising favor in Rome,  

     even being allowed into the senate, largely due to the emperor’s birthplace? 

A. Franks  B. Greeks  C. Gauls  D. Britons  

  

19. What Eastern Emperor, although he would regain the throne, was briefly deposed  

     by the general Basiliscus who seized power from early-475 to mid-476 AD? 

A. Leo II  B. Zeno  C. Anastasius D. Leo I 
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20. Which emperor(s) in the ‘Year of the Six Emperors’ gained control of Rome not so  

     much by their control of the army, but because they were appointed by the senate? 

A. Gordian III     B. Maximinus Thrax   

C. Gordian I & II    D. Pupienus & Balbinus 

 

21. What emperor completed Aurelian’s defensive wall around Rome? 

A. Probus  B. Maximian  C. Diocletian  D. Tacitus 

 

22. Who was the longest reigning emperor during the Roman Principate?  

A. Augustus   B. Trajan   C. Theodosius II  D. Antoninus Pius  

 

23. What emperor abandoned the persecution of the Christians in the mid-3rd century  

     and is credited with beginning the “40-year peace”, or “little peace of the church”? 

A. Carus  B. Philip the Arab C. Gallienus  D. Constantine I 

 

24. Governors such as Plautius, Paulinus, and Cerialis all helped to establish control of  

     what province in the several decades following its coming under Roman control? 

A. Judaea  B. Britannia  C. Cappadocia D. Mauretania 

 

25. What Dacian king was a real nuisance to the Romans in the late-1st century? 

A. Dynamis  B. Decebalus  C. Burebistas D. Bagdemagus 

 

26. What emperor was chosen by the senate to rule the empire in 96 AD? 

A. Tacitus  B. Vitellius  C. Pertinax  D. Nerva 

 

27. What law of 5 AD was introduced by Augustus in an attempt to counter bribery and  

     violence in the election of consuls? 

A. Lex Iunia-Norbana   B. Lex Papia-Poppaea  

C. Lex Valeria-Cornelia   D. Lex Iulia-Vipsania 

 

28. Who was the mother of the young emperor Valentinian II who served as his regent  

     along with the Frankish general Merobaudes? 

A. Marina Severa B. Galla  C. Aelia Flaccilla D. Justina 

 

29. Where were the ashes of Julio-Claudian emperors placed following their death? 

A. Mausoleum of Augustus   B. Curia Iulia 

C. Gardens of Maecenas   D. Temple of the Divine Caesar  
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30. Where did Constantine I call together an ecumenical council in an attempt to resolve  

     the problem of Christ’s three-in-one nature in 325 AD? 

A. Antioch  B. Nicaea  C. Ephesus  D. Chalcedon 

 

31. What emperor reigned from 14-37 AD? 

A. Tiberius  B. Nero  C. Augustus  D. Caligula 

 

32. What battle, one of the last major military operations of the Western Roman Empire,  

     saw the Romans, Visigoths, and Franks successfully deter the Hunnic invasion of Italy? 

A. Placentia  B. Faesulae  C. Cremona  D. Chalons 

 

33. Which of the following did NOT directly cause the death of a Julio-Claudian emperor? 

A. Mushroom  B. Dagger  C. Brick  D. Pillow 

 

34. Who was emperor to begin the 5th century? 

A. Theodosius I    B. Anastasius 

C. Honorius & Arcadius   D. Maximian & Diocletian 

 

35. What emperor broke the recent tradition of adopting one’s heir, instead choosing to  

     proclaim his incapable, natural son as emperor, which has been viewed as the  

     beginning of the end for Rome? 

A. Septimius Severus       B. Marcus Aurelius  

C. Gordian I     D. Vespasian 

 

36. What son of King Nubel of Mauretania revolted against the western empire in 397  

     AD, but was defeated and killed a year later by his own brother, Mascezel? 

A. Gildo  B. Firmus  C. Mazuca  D. Sammac 

 

37. What figure helped to bring stability to the new empire, and, in all ways but by title,  

     held the same amount of power as Augustus at the time of his own death? 

A. Tiberius  B. Lepidus  C. Agrippa  D. Maecenas 

 

38. What kingdom was permanently incorporated into the Roman province of Syria in 72  

     AD? 

A. Commagene B. Pontus  C. Osrhoene  D. Armenia 

 

39. What years are typically given to the era of the Barracks Emperors, which saw the  

     seizing of power in Rome by virtue of one’s command of the army? 

A. 217-270 AD B. 191-293 AD C. 211-289 AD D. 235-284 AD 
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40. What chieftain, after almost losing his kingdom to the Romans under the command  

     of Tiberius in 6 AD, lost it entirely when he crossed paths with Arminius of the  

     Cherusci about a decade later? 

A. Bato the Dalmatian   B. Maroboduus  

C. Bato the Pannonian   D. Tasciovanus 

 

41. Which of the following leaders was NOT a major threat to the empire during  

     Aurelian’s reign? 

A. Tetricus  B. Zenobia  C. Postumus  D. Felicissimus 

 

42. According to Suetonius, what emperor planned to make his horse Incitatus a consul? 

A. Trajan  B. Nero  C. Commodus D. Caligula 

 

43. What emperor spearheaded the use of facial hair on one’s face in Rome, probably  

     because he was an avid fan of Greek culture? 

A. Commodus B. Nero  C. Hadrian  D. Caracalla 

 

44. Gallienus’ military reforms saw the cavalry supplemented with what elite force of  

     unarmoured horsemen? 

A. Equites Dalmatae   B. Scholae Palatini   

C. Clibanarii     D. Cataphractarii 

 

45. Who led the Roman sacking of Jerusalem in 70 AD? 

A. Vespasian     B. Antonius Primus  

C. Mucianus     D. Titus 

 

46. What grandmother of Severus Alexander helped to elevate him to the throne in 222 AD? 

A. Julia Soaemias    B. Julia Mamaea   

C. Julia Maesa    D. Julia Domna 

 

47. The 1st century historian Tacitus made up a speech and put it in the mouth of what  

     Caledonian chieftain, who claimed that the invading Romans during the reign of  

     Domitian “created a wasteland and called it peace”? 

A. Cunobelinus B. Caratacus  C. Calgacus  D. Catuvolcus 

 

48. Over the century following the fall of the Western Roman Empire, the area of what is  

     largely modern-day Spain became the kingdom of what people? 

A. Ostrogoths B. Celts  C. Visigoths  D. Franks 
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49. Described as 'exceedingly faithful and gifted with a most excellent memory’, what  

     secretary of Vespasian was so respected by him that he treated her as if she was his  

     wife? 

A. Caenis  B. Arrecina Tertulla C. Flavia  D. Domitilla 

 

50. A study conducted in Nov. 2022 claims to have confirmed the authenticity of coins  

     which, if the study is correct, proves the existence of what “emperor” who rebelled on  

     the Danube during the reign of Philip the Arab? 

A. Iotapianus     B. Sponsianus    

C. Pacatianus    D. Silbannacus  


