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Latin Literature
Section I. Select the author in whose works the following quotations are found.
1. In nova fert animus mutatas dicere formas corpora
a. Livy
b. Ovid

c. Apuleius

d. Vergil

2. Aeneadum genetrix, hominum divomque voluptas, alma Venus
a. Vergil
b. Phaedrus
c. Ovid

d. Lucretius

3. Arma virumque cano, Troiae qui primus ab oris Italiam, fato profugus
a. Lucretius
b. Ovid
c. Petronius

d. Vergil

4. Ut primum terras Pompei colla secutus attigit et diras calcavit Caesar harenas
a. Lucan
b. Caesar
c. Ennius
d. Cato the Elder
5. Ille mi par esse deo videtur
a. Ovid

b. Ennius

c. Catullus

d. Cicero

Section II. Select the best answer.
6. What author was born at Rudiae and is said to have spoken Latin, Oscan, and Greek?
a. Livius Andronicus
b. Cato the Elder
c. Ennius
d. Varro
7. What play of Plautus concerns a pot of gold given to Euclio, who tries to use it to have his
daughter marry a seducer?
a. Cistellaria
b. Aulularia
c. Rudens
d. Curculio
8. What is notable about Cato’s De Agri Cultura?
a. It was the first history written in Latin
c. It is the first surviving prose work in Latin

b. It is written in iambic senarii
d. All of the above

9. Which author was imprisoned and eventually banished for offending the Metelli?
a. Horace
b. Naevius
c. Ennius
d. Lucilius
10. What work of Accius in nine books discusses the history of poetry and theater?
a. Decius
b. Didascalica
c. Praxidica
d. Parerga
11. Lucretius’ De Rerum Natura is a prime example of the __________ school of philosophy,
which emphasizes the focus of complete joy and pleasure.
a. Eleatic
b. Epicurean
c. Platonic
d. Stoic
12. Vergil strongly relied on the idylls of Theocritus to complete which of his works?
a. Eclogues
b. Aeneid
c. Culex
d. Georgics
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13. The cena trimalchionis is part of what larger work?
a. Satyricon
b. Epistulae Morales
c. De Re Publica
d. De Sumptis Epulis
14. Catullus’ ecphrasis about Theseus and Ariadne occurs in which poem?
a. 27
b. 9
c. 67

d. 64

15. What work of Vergil deals with the Rome’s origins, the glory of the city, and the prosperity
of the Augustan age?
a. Aeneid
b. Moretum
c. Annales
d. Fatam Italiam
16. Who wrote De Vita Caesarum?
a. Sallust
b. Rufinus

c. Livy

d. Suetonius

17. What 2nd century A.D. poet wrote a book of miscellany entitled Noctes Atticae?
a. Persius
b.Pliny the Younger
c. Aulus Gellius
d. Pliny the Elder
18. What work of Martianus Capella is an elaborate allegory in nine books about Apollo’s
consultation of Mercury on marriage?
a. De suis matrimoniis
b. De Nuptiis Philologiae et Mercurii
c. Pro Nube Deorum
d. Matrimonium Eloquentiae
19. Who was the greatest orator in the first century BC, and by many accounts all of Roman
history?
a. Cicero
b. C. Iulius Caesar
c. Q. Poppadeus Silo
d. Vergil
20. What man wrote love elegies to ladies whom he called Delia and Nemesis, and was fond of
using hybrid Greek-Latin words in their descriptions?
a. Ovid
b. Pompeius Trogus
c. Tibullus
d. Propertius
21. The Culex, Moretum, and Lydia are poems incorporated into the Appendix of which author,
though they were most likely not written by him?
a. Ovid
b. Horace
c. Ennius
d. Vergil
22. Horace’s longest poem, it deals with literary style, particularly in drama. In it, he also
promotes the idea of a poet beginning in medias res.
a. Sermones
b. Odes
c. Epodes
d. Epistulae ad Pisones
23. What late Christian, Algerian author wrote De Civitate Dei?
a. Boethius
b. Jerome
c. Augustine

d. Prudentius

24. His most famous work, Panegyricus, is a speech that he delivered before the Senate in 100
A.D. thanking Trajan for his consulship.
a. Pliny the Younger
b. Lucan
c. Suetonius
d. Pliny the Elder
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25. Lucan said about what man’s satire, “That is real poetry, whereas what I have written is
utter tripe, child’s play.”
a. Persius
b. Valerius Flaccus
c. Quintillian
d. Cornutus
26. What comedian borrowed many plays from Menander, Apollodorus and Diphilus and
translated them into Latin, making a few changes?
a. Plautus
b. Terence
c. Accius
d. Davus
27. What is the earliest source of any Latin?
a. Fescinnine verses
b. Atellan farces

c. Andronicus’ Odissia d. Lapis Niger

28. How many books comprise the Pharsalia?
a. 4
b. 6

c. 14

d. 10

29. Book IV of which work deals with bee-keeping and mentions the legendary beekeeper
Aristaeus?
a. Eclogues
b. Metamorphoses
c. Georgics
d. De Agri Cultura
30. Where was Horace born?
a. Andes

b. Venusia

c. Reate

d. Sulmo

31. Who authored a treatise entitled De Architectura in which he discusses town planning,
pavement, concrete, and the qualifications of a good architect, among other things?
a. Mamurra
b. Vitruvius
c. Columella
d. Frontinus
32. Whom did Martial call him the “Supreme guide of wayward youth” for much of the advice
he gave to young, aspiring orators in his Institutio Oratoria?
a. Quintillian
b. Pliny the Younger
b. Seneca the Elder
d. Seneca the Younger
33. Who wrote madly about his love for a certain “Lesbia”?
a. Catullus
b. Ovid
c. Tibullus

d. Propertius

34. What historian accessed primary documents while serving as governor of Numidia in order
to write his monograph Bellum Iugurthinum?
a. Sallust
b. Livy
c. Varro
d. Caecilius
35. What speech did Cicero deliver in 57 B.C. asking the Senate for the return of his home?
a. De Domo Sua
b. Post Reditum in Senatu
c. De Haruspicum Responso
d. Post Reditum ad Quirites
36. What play of Plautus concerns a slave Tranio attempting to help his master Philolaches
conceal his careless life by pretending the house in which they live is haunted?
a. Cistellaria
b. Mostellaria
c. Captivi
d. Vidularia
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37. What author is distinguished for being both the first Roman prose writer and the first to
write Roman history in Latin?
a. Ennius
b. Pacuvius
c. Fabius Pictor
d. Cato the Elder
38. Who introduced Vergil to Octavian, and eventually became the former’s patron?
a. M. Valerius Messala b. Maecenas
c. C. Helvius Cinna
d. Agrippa
39. Who wrote the Ibis, an imitative of a lost poem by Callimachus, which is an attack on an
unnamed man?
a. Persius
b. Seneca the Elder
c. Juvenal
d. Ovid
40. In which work do Encolpius and Ascyltus, accompanied by their servant Giton, hear a story
over dinner about a werewolf?
a. Thebaid
b. Miles Gloriosus
c. Satyricon
d. Metamorphoses
41. What work of Seneca the Younger is a mocking of the emperor Claudius?
a. Hercules Furens
b. Nemesis
c. Apocolocyntosis

d. Halieutica

42. Into how many books is Ovid’s Metamorphoses divided?
a. 15
b. 12
c. 14

d. 10

43. What author was accused of winning his wife over by magic, and defended himself in his
Apologia?
a. Apuleius
b. Epicetus
c. Longinus
d. Aulus Gellius
44. Who wrote a lost work entitled De Astris on the stars?
a. Julius Caesar
b. Seneca the Younger
c. Pompeius Trogus
d. M. Ferrius Flaccus
45. Which writer of Latin comedies in the early second century B.C. openly criticized Terence’s
plays?
a. Luscius Lanuvinus
b. Caecilius
c. C. Licinius Macer
d. Afranius
46. Unlike any other Roman author, he wrote books concerning music, medicine, grammar,
rhetoric, history, and nature.
a. Livy
b. Vergil
c. Varro
d. Columella
47. Who was the Latin grammarian and commentator of the 5th century A.D. whose greatest
work is a commentary on Vergil?
a. Bavius
b. Servius
c. Claudian
d. Prudentius
48. What author wrote Epitoma Rei Militaris in four books, which is the only account of Roman
military practice to have survived intact? “Qui desiderat pacem, praeparet bellum” is a famous
line from his work.
a. Sidonius
b. Aurelius
c. Panaetius
d. Vegetius
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49. Which historian served for several years with the army in Germany under Augustus and
wrote a compendium of Roman history from the earliest times to 29 A.D.?
a. Remmius Palaemon
b. Vellius Paterculus
c. Papinian
d. Lucius Geta
50. What freedman and innovative teacher was tutor to Augustus’ grandsons and published De
Verborum Significatu, the most influential surviving piece of Latin lexicography?
a. M. Verrius Flaccus
b. Antonius Musa
c. Antonius Primus
d. Octavius Capito

