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GREEK DERIVATIVES 
 

Make the choice that best completes each statement below. 

 

1. Bill wanted to study entomology so that he could work in the field of _____. 

 a. internal medicine  b. literary criticism  c. pest control   d. dictionary publishing 

 

2. My friend is an avid bibliophile. She really likes _____. 

 a. religion   b. talking   c. writing   d. books 

 

3. A theocracy is a government run by the followers of a(n) _____. 

 a. general   b. dictator   c. prophet   d. god 

 

4. Paramedics work _____ regular medical personnel. 

 a. alongside   b. for    c. before   d. after 

 

5. “How art thou?” would be considered a linguistic anachronism because _____. 

 a. it looks forward to a future revival of lost forms 

 b. it is odd but still acceptable for our current times 

 c. it belongs back in a previous period of time 

 d. it is studied by historians of language 

 

6. A polyandrous society is one in which _____. 

 a. women have many husbands   b. men have many wives 

 c. men and women marry many times  d. women have many children 

 

7. In ancient Athens you might go to an odeon to _____. 

 a. see actors   b. hear singers  c. hear speakers  d. see athletes 

 

8. The mythic man Tros was considered an eponymous hero because he _____. 

 a. single-handedly built Troy   b. left his name on the city of Troy 

 c. led his people what would become Troy d. saved his people from the destruction of Troy 

 

9. Podocytes are specialized cells in the kidneys. These cells have structures that resemble _____. 

 a. feet    b. tubes   c. pouches   d. fingers 

 

10. An oneiromancer attempts to tell the future by 

 a. reading palms     b. interpreting dreams 

 c. consulting spirits of the dead   d. gazing into bowls of water 

 

Choose the meaning of the Greek word from which the given English word is derived. 

 

11. Sophie 

a. wise   b. likeable   c. peaceful   d. humble 

 

12. Dorothy 

a. Gift of Insight  b. Gift of Nature  c. Gift of God   d. Gift of Strength 

 

13. Andrew 

a. happy  b. manly  c. noble  d. swift 
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14. kaleidoscope 

a. spin    b. sparkle   c. shine   d. see 

 

15. monk 

a. devoted   b. alone   c. diligent   d. holy 

 

16. encyclopedia 

a. everything   b. circulation   c. child   d. book 

 

17. aphelion 

a. light   b. element   c. contest   d. sun 

 

18. anthelminthic 

a. sound   b. worm   c. mint   d. head 

 

19. polycythemia 

a. eye    b. hand   c. water   d. blood 

 

20. epinephrine 

a. kidney   b. liver   c. lung    d. pancreas 

 

Choose the English word that is derived from the given Greek root. 

 

21. sarx 

a. shark   b. sarcoma   c. sardonic   d. sartorial 

 

22. ergon 

a. thaumaturge  b. irksome   c. urgent   d. lethargy 

 

23. temno 

a. temple   b. antenna   c. atom   d. contemptible 

 

24. theomai 

a. theology   b. theme   c. theist   d. theory 

 

25. phaino 

a. phenomenon  b. phonetic   c. prophetic   d. phosphate 

 

26. glucos 

a. glyph   b. glycolysis   c. galactic   d. glue 

 

27. odous 

a. electrode   b. rhapsody   c. smilodon   d. comedy 
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Choose the word that is the antonym for each word given below. 

 

28. cathode 

a. episode   b. diode   c. anode   d. method 

 

29. hypotonic 

a. isotonic   b. hypertonic   c. catatonic   d. monotonous 

 

30. amorphous 

a. polymorphous  b. metamorphic  c. xenomorph   d. endomorph 

 

Choose the Greek root from which the given English word is derived. 

 

31. anomaly 

a. onoma   b. homos   c. olos    d. hodos 

 

32. synagogue 

a. agon   b. ergon   c. echo   d. ago 

 

33. surgeon 

a. sarx    b. cheir   c. skopeo   d. gno 

 

34. devil 

a. ballo   b. dys    c. dis    d. theo 

 

35. analgesic 

a. ago    b. archo   c. algos   d. allos 

 

36. tropical 

a. tropho   b. topo   c. skopeo   d. trepo 

 

37. odeon 

a. hodos   b. hezomai   c. aeido   d. didomi 

 

38. cybernetic 

a. krino   b. kubernao   c. genos   d. gynaiko 

 

39. heuristic 

a. eury    b. heurisko   c. eu    d. eris 

 

40. tactic 

a. tatto    b. tachy   c. techno   d. tecto 
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Choose the word that does NOT belong by derivation. 

 

41.  a. podiatrist   b. orthopedic   c. octopus   d. encyclopedia 

 

42.  a. cathode   b. melodious   c. anode   d. odometer 

 

43.  a. tendon   b. anatomy   c. tune    d. monotony 

 

44.  a. psychiatry   b. psychrometer  c. psychedelic   d. psychometric 

 

45.  a. apathy   b. apogee   c. apology   d. aphelion 

 

46.  a. urgent   b. metallurgy   c. ergonomic   d. surgeon 

 

47.  a. genesis   b. hydrogen   c. perigee   d. eugenics 

 

48.  a. dosage   b. dogmatic   c. orthodox   d. paradoxical 

 

49.  a. symbiosis   b. amphibian   c. saprobe   d. unbiased 

 

50.  a. anonymous   b. anion   c. amorphous   d. anomaly 


