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Greek Derivatives  

 

Choose the word or phrase that best completes the sentence or means the 
same as the bolded word. 

1. The patient complained of neuralgia which the doctor understood to be 
___________. 
 a. a headache   b. a rash 

 c. dizziness    d. nerve pain 
 

2. The thieves synchronized their watches before they started their heist. 
 a. lost     b. switched 

 c. coordinated   d. donned 
 
3. The psychiatrist diagnosed her patient with agoraphobia, which is 

___________. 
 a. a fear of crowds   b. a fear of blood 

 c. a fear of heights   d. a fear of spiders 
 

4. The euphony of Vergil’s poetry has delighted Latin students for generations.  

 a. humor 
 b. pleasant sound 

 c. grammar 
 d. adventure 
 

5. The xanthodontous spokeman was deemed unfit to represent Colgate because 
he had ____________. 

 a. bad breath  
 b. yellow teeth 
 c. missing teeth 

 d. gold teeth 
 

6. An ephemeral flower literally lasts for _____________. 
 a. a year    b. a month 
 c. a day    d. a night 

 
7. A superhero with telekinesis can ______________. 

 a. become invisible   b. see the future 
 c. read minds   d. move things from far away 
 

8. The myriad of soldiers decimated the enemy ranks. 
 a. vast number   b. small number 

 c. diversity    d. great bravery 
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9.  Atrophy is the body’s response when tissue is ___________. 

 a. strengthened   b. cut 
 c. malnourished   d. stimulated 

 
10. “Chroma is the quality by which we distinguish a strong _______ from a weak 
one.” –Albert Munsell 

 a. metal    b. sound 
 c. color    d. smell 
 

Choose the English word that derives from the given Greek word 

11.  αἷμα (haima) 

 a. enigma  b. anemia  c. heretic  d. anesthetic 
 
12. κρατέω (krateo) 

 a. theocracy  b. crater  c. creatine  d. critical 
 
13. ἥλιος (helios) 

 a. electron  b. Elysian  c. heloderm  d. heliocentric 

 
14. φημί (femi) 

 a. feminine  b. blasphemy c. fantasy  d. femoral 

 
15. πούς (pous) 

 a. pus   b. pounce  c. arthropod  d. pound 
 
16. θεάομαι (theaomai) 

 a. atheism  b. enthusiast  c. theorem  d. euthanize  
 
17. κρύπτω (krypto) 

 a. cryptographer b. cryogenic  c. crocodile  d. crystal 
 
18. ἵππος (hippos) 

 a. hip   b. hype  c. hippie  d. hippogriff 

 
19. κλέος (kleos) 

 a. Heracles  b. kleptomaniac c. clergy  d. cleromancy 

 
20. ζάω (zao) 

 a. zag   b. zero  c. zany  d. Paleozoic 
 

Choose the Greek word from which the given English word is derived 

 

21. pantheon 
 a. παρθένος (parthenos)   b. πᾶς (pas)  

 c. πάτος (patos)    d. πάρδαλις (pardalis) 
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22. anonymous 
 a. νόμος (nomos)    b. ὁμός (homos) 

 c. ὄνομα (onoma)    d. νύμφη (nymphe) 

 

23. esophagus 
 a. φαγεῖν (phagein)    b. φημί (phemi) 

 c. φαίνω (phaino)    d. φεύγω (pheugo) 

 

24. hypotenuse 
 a. τείνω (teino)    b. τέμνω (temno) 

 c. θεάομαι (theaomai)   d. τίθημι (tithemi) 

 

25. pedant 
 a. ἄλγος (algos)    b. ἄλλος (allos) 

 c. ἄγω (ago)     d. ἄγγελος (angelos) 

 

26. epileptic 
 a. λαλέω (laleo)    b. λαμβάνω (lambano) 

 c. λαμπρός (lampros)   d. λανθάνω (lanthano) 

 

27. calligraphy 
 a. καλέω (kaleo)    b. καιρός (kairos) 

 c. κακός (kakos)    d. καλός (kalos) 

 

28. epic 
 a. ἔρχομαι (erchomai)   b. ἔργον (ergon) 

 c. ἐπιστήμη (episteme)   d. ἔπος (epos) 

 

29. analysis 
 a. λύω (luo)     b. λείπω (leipo) 

 c. λύσσα (lyssa)    d. λίθος (lithos) 

 

30. apnea 
 a. ποιέω (poieo)    b. νῆσος (nesos) 

 c. πνεῦμα (pneuma)    d. νέος (neos) 

 

Choose the meaning of the Greek word from which the given English word 

is derived 

31. archaeology 

 a. end  b. beginning  c. curve  d. straighten 
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32. microbe 

 a. to view  b. large  c. small  d. to heat 
 

33. chronic 
 a. chrome  b. to recur  c. to accrue  d. time 
 

34. photograph 
 a. light  b. to imagine c. quick  d. still 

 
35. anatomy 
 a. body  b. book  c. to cut  d. disease 

 
36. pathology 

 a. child  b. to identify  c. feeling  d. way 
 
37. osteoporosis  

 a. hole  b. bone  c. self   d. drink 
 

38. xenophobe 
 a. stranger  b. warrior  c. princess  d. copy 

 
39. minster 
 a. pastor  b. to sing  c. entertainer d. alone 

 
40. videographer 

 a. to write  b. to see  c. to watch  d. to climb 
 

Choose the word which does not derive from the same Greek word 

 
41. anthropology 

 a. lycanthrope  b. apology  c. misanthrope d. philanthropy 
 

42. asteroid 
 a. astrology  b. disaster  c. astrolabe  d. asthma 

 
43. exodus 
 a. method  b. electrode  c. broad  d. episode 

 
44. nostalgia 

 a. nostomania b. nostology  c. nostalgic  d. diagnostic 
 
45. tendon 

 a. catatonic  b. ton   c. tetanus  d. tone 
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Choose the word that does derive from the same Greek word 

46. misanthrope 
 a. misogamy  b. missile  c. mission  d. misinformed 

 
47. paraphernalia 
 a. hernia  b. furnace  c. pheromones d. parapet 

 
48. surgery 

 a. surge  b. resurgence c. chronology d. chiral 
 
49. Pangaea 

 a. pangolin  b. geology  c. pang  d. phantom 
 

50. holistic 
 a. chocolate  b. oligarchy   c. catholic  d. alcoholic 


